
Park Commission Meeting Minutes 
1st Quarter FY 2017-18  

Truman Memorial Building – Rotary Room 
November 2, 2017 

5:30 p.m. 
 

Call to Order and Roll Call 
The 4th Quarter Meeting was called to order at 5:34 p.m. on Thursday, November 2, 2017 by 
Commission Chair John Eppert, with Commission members present as follows:  John Eppert (via 
Skype) Zac Gall, Dan Pierce, Gail Price, Cliff McCormick, and advisory member Roger Hershey.   
Commission members Elmer Falls and advisory member Judge Jack Gant were absent.  Eric 
Urfer, Director and Tamara Bennetzen, Administrative Specialist III were present representing 
Parks/Recreation/Tourism staff.   
 
Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes 

Minutes of the previous meeting held on August 10, 2017 were approved as written. 
 

Chair Comments 
Mr. Eppert informed the Commission that staff was still waiting for a couple of Park 
Commissioners’ fall park inspection reports and requested that they turn them in ASAP. 

 
Director’s Report 

 1st Quarter Budget Position Report – Eric reviewed the FY 2017-18 budget position 
report covering all General Fund and Parks & Recreation Sales Tax Cost Centers.  Overall, 
this report shows expenditures for all General Fund and PRST Cost Centers at 6.4% 
below the 3-year average for the same time period.  That stated, Eric explained the 
City’s new procurement policy requires most purchases to occur by use of a credit card. 
Therefore, expenditures which were once encumbered at the beginning of the fiscal 
year, for the entire fiscal year, are no longer encumbered and are instead expended on 
an as needed basis, which skews the 3-year average of the financial report.  As a result, 
staff is considering going back to reporting expenditures as a percent of the current 
fiscal year only and abandoning the 3-year average comparison, until a new track record 
can be established. 

 17-18 Budget Goals & Objectives – Eric shared with the Commission the department’s 
FY 17-18 budget goals and objectives and how they relate to both the Strategic Plan and 
the Park Master Plan. 

 Staffing Update – Eric provided a recap of the positions that have recently been filled 
and existing vacancies that are in the process of being filled. 

 Park Projects Update – Eric provided a recap of the projects that are currently 
underway, including:  

o Hiram Young Park – installation of walking trails & staging area, Mayor’s 
Christmas Tree, and several smaller trees. This park is being “condemned” to 
allow CID funding investment to reimburse the PRST fund for these 
improvements. 

o Polly’s Pop Park – Midtown Truman Road Corridor Redevelopment District is 
donating $35,000 to fund improvements at Polly’s Pop Park (a.k.a Maple Spur 



Park).  Charlotte and Eric will present improvement plans to MTRC soon, which 
will include the addition of a public art piece. 

o Adventure Oasis – Tanks Repainting will be done in a phases starting with the 
Lazy River this FY. 

o Clothier Park – Outdoor Fitness Equipment will hopefully be installed this winter. 
o Santa Fe Dog Park – Pea Gravel added 
o Beckett Park – basketball courts have been repainted by Park Maintenance staff 
o George Owens Nature Park – staff will be working with WPC to determine 

possible solution to replace the pipe in the lake. 
o Waterfall Park – 2 pumps failed and were recently replaced 
o National Frontier Trails Museum – now that the City officially owns this property, 

staff will be moving forward with the elevator project and will be developing a 
plan to stabilize the back corner of the building. 

o Truman Depot – Eric is hoping to turn the Truman Depot into a Whistle Stop 
Museum after grant-funded improvements are made over the next 18-months.  
Roger suggested that other transportation information be offered here as well, 
including bike share information. 

o Sermon Center – replacement windows should be delivered in December and 
the project should be complete by the end of February. 

 Recent and Upcoming Events – Staff provided the Commissioners with a list of recent 
and upcoming events through the winter holiday season. 

 
Old Business 

 Writers’ Residency – Eric informed the Commission that Tourism staff is studying this 
and should be ready to talk to Commissioner Zac Gal soon in an effort to get it going. 

 
New Business 

 Rockwood Golf Course – In a question raised by Roger Hershey, Eric explained that the 

site of the former Rockwood Golf Course is being purchased by the City but as of now, 

there does not appear to be an option to use the space as a park. 

 Farmer’s Market – Commissioner Dan Pierce explained options for the proposed 

Farmer’s Market that the City commissioned his firm to design.  Eric explained that the 

Farmer’s Market will likely be managed by Parks/Recreation/Tourism. 

Adjournment 
With no other business appearing before the Park Commission, this meeting was adjourned 
at 6:49 p.m. 


